
 

 
Dear Church family, 
 
In September, the elders took a Saturday morning to gather offsite for a session retreat. At least one person asked whether there would be a report afterward. My 
initial response was "no," but on reflection, I think our time together may offer inspiration and reflection for the entire congregation. 
 
First, while retreats can take many forms, the intent of this one was to step away from administrative and business decisions. Future retreats may focus on specific 
moments of discernment, but this was not one of them. Our gathering centered on the spiritual side of our lives: a time of sharing about each elder's faith and the 
scripture that matters most to them, and of reflecting on the common threads we share. 
 
Second, our sharing was intimate, honest, and at times emotional. I won't describe those conversations in detail, but one takeaway we all seemed to experience 
was how little time and space we give to these genuine moments of faith and relationship, both in the life of our church and in life in general. Our elders carry 
many responsibilities and care deeply for our congregation, and tending to a solid spiritual life, and sharing it with others in the church, often takes a back seat. 
 
With these thoughts in mind, I encourage everyone to ask the question the way I heard one pastor put it years ago: "How are you and the Lord getting along?" Or, 
in the words of John Wesley, the well-known theologian and founder of the Methodist movement, "How is it with your soul?" Most of the time when someone 
asks how we are doing, our instinct is to treat it as a greeting rather than a question to ponder, and that is often fine. But if we spend most of our lives hiding from 
what is happening within us, we deceive ourselves. 
 
One of the greatest privileges of being a pastor is the one-on-one time when I get to walk alongside someone in a season of life when they are asking these ques-
tions, and to speak spiritual wisdom into that moment. Practically, I cannot do this with every individual in the church very frequently, though my door, both met-
aphorical and literal, is always open to those who want to discuss the deeper aspects of their spiritual walk. But it can begin with you: take a few moments later 
today or this week to ponder the condition of your soul, and whether you've truly given it space to speak and connect with God. 
 
By no means is this a question of salvation. Jesus has already secured that, once and for all, for everyone who welcomes his grace. This is about how to live into 
that grace, receive Jesus into the depths of your soul, and allow him to ask this question of you. This spiritual "check-up" may be only between you and the Lord. 
It could also involve a close friend, family member, or fellow church member. Maybe it involves me as your pastor. 
 
A good place to begin is with the psalmist's own prayer: "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." (Psalm 139:23-24, NRSV) 
 
This may not be your busiest time of year, but for me the fall is by far the busiest, and the easiest time to let the important work of soul care fall by the wayside. I 
invite you to prioritize it with me and, as needed, share it with someone. 
 
Bless and be blessed, 
-Michael 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, October 4th                   World Communion              
                                                    Prayer Team in Library 9:00am                         
                                                    Coffee House 9:00am 
                                                    Sunday School 9:30am 
                                                    Worship 10:30am 
                                                    Children’s Church with Michelle Turner 
 
Tuesday, October 6th                 Bible Study 9:30am 
                                                   M&M Meeting 6:00pm 
                                                   Admin. Meeting 7:00pm 
 
Sunday, October 11th                Prayer Team in Library 9:00am 
                                                   Coffee House 9:00am 
                                                    Sunday School 9:30am 
                                                   Worship 10:30am 
                                                   Children’s Church with Jen Conrad 
                                                   Hayride/Picnic at Rodgers Farm 4:00pm 
                                                     
Tuesday, October 13th               Bible Study 9:30 am 
                                                   Session Meeting 7:00pm 
 
Thursday, October 15th             Staff Meeting 10:00am 
 
Sunday, October 18th                Prayer Team in Library 9:00am 
                                                   Coffee House 9:0am 
                                                   Sunday School 9:30am 
                                                   Worship 10:30am 
                                                   Children’s Church with Amy Plyler 
                                                   Pine Valley Camp Choir Luncheon  
                                                   After Worship 
 
Tuesday, October 20th              Bible Study 9:30am 
                                                  Meals for Moms 10:00am 
 
Sunday, October 25th               Prayer Team in Library 9:00am 
                                                  Coffee House 9:00am 
                                                  Sunday School 9:30am 
                                                 Worship with G. Richard Vogeley D. Min 
                                                 Children Church with Christine Spicuzza 

 
 
 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 
Sunday November 8th    Deacon’s Meeting after worship 
 
Sunday, November 22nd Decorate for Christmas 
 
Sunday, November 29th  Handel’s MESSIAH at Clen-Moore 
                                         Church at 3:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for November is October 23rd 
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All Church Hayride/Picnic 
 

Sunday, October 11th at 4:00 at 
Rodgers Farm 

Look for further details in your weekly announcements 
and weekly bulletins. 

 

 

Food Pantry/Blessing Box Collection 

      October 2026 

     Blessing Box Collection 

Spaghettio’s - can                                 Tea Bags 

Pumpkin Pie Filling                            Facial Tissues                        

Instant Hot Chocolate                       Toothpaste                                                  

Rice Sides-packet                                  Toothbrush                        

Variety Pack Oatmeal                          Powdered Sugar       

Peanut Butter                                          Jelly 

 

 

 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT OCTOBER 2026—Promise of Life 

Promise of Life Network is dedicated to fostering a community that values life from conception to natural death. Our initia-

tives are rooted in valuing life, caring for others, and sharing Christ’s love. Through free medical services, education, and 

compassionate support, we empower families, guide youth, and provide healing. All services are offered at no/very low 

cost, creating a culture of life through Christ.   

Clen-Moore Presbyterian Church | New Castle, PA 

Meals For Moms is a ministry of Clen-Moore Presbyterian Church that was developed by the moms of our church with a 

simple but meaningful mission: to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community. 

We hand-deliver freshly prepared, homemade meals to moms and families throughout the New Castle area, offering practi-
cal support during seasons when a little extra help can mean so much. 

But Meals For Moms is about more than a homemade meal. It is about showing up, spending time with families, listening, 
praying with them, and reminding them that they are not alone. Every meal is an opportunity to share the love of Christ 

and remind each family that their community loves them and, most importantly—Jesus loves them. 

In just six short months, God has opened the door for us to serve more than 15 families, each with their own unique cir-
cumstances and needs. He has continually led us to families walking through many different seasons of life, allowing us to 
meet them where they are and offer encouragement and prayer. 

We also provide families with items they may need that are not food. This may include furniture, school/work clothes, or 
comfort items for the children. We use discernment to provide a little extra than just a meal, and the impact goes a long way 
with each family.  

We believe that every person who volunteers with Meals For Moms brings more than their time. They bring a passion for 
helping others through the Lord and a desire to ultimately bring those in need closer to the God we all need—Jesus 
Christ. Together, we pray that every interaction becomes an opportunity to share His love, offer hope, and build meaningful 
relationships within our community. 

As Meals For Moms continues to grow, we are actively seeking additional volunteers who share our heart for serving oth-

ers. More volunteers mean more families we can reach, more meals we can prepare, more prayers, and more 
opportunities to share the love of Jesus throughout the New Castle community. 

Our plan is to grow alongside Clen-Moore Presbyterian Church, allowing the church to grow as our ministry grows and 
continuing to follow wherever God leads us. We pray that Meals For Moms will become an even greater outreach of our 
church and a way for our congregation to serve families beyond the walls of the church. 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.” — Galatians 6:2 

 
 
 
 
This is an inspiring quote from Rebecca Crews, wife 
of actor Terry Crews, on how faith affects her experi-
ence with Parkinson’s disease: 
 
“ I believe with all my heart that our faith in God 
helps us through everything.  Whether you are going 
through sickness or through great times, you need 
humility when you are being lifted and grace when 
things are hard.”(Guideposts, Sept, 2026) 
 
PS - October is the ideal time to receive your  
annual  flu shot  

 

 

 

FALL LUNCHEON 

The Pine Valley Camp choir will perform on 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 with a luncheon 

to follow the service.  Watch for further de-

tails in the upcoming church bulletins. 


