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Dear church family,

As we move through the heart of the Lenten season, we are invited to walk a path that echoes Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness. In Gospel of Matthew, we read that after
fasting for forty days and nights, Jesus faced temptation from the devil. It was at the end of his physical weakness that the tempter came. Temptation often meets us in our

most vulnerable moments.

Yet vulnerability itself is not the enemy. In many ways, our resistance to vulnerability is one of the great spiritual challenges of our time. When life is comfortable and predicta-
ble, we rarely pause to examine what is stirring within us. Ease can dull our self-awareness. It is when something is at stake—when we feel exposed—that our true selves sur-

face.

We hesitate to let others see our weaknesses. We fear being judged, dismissed, or taken advantage of. Strength is celebrated; weakness is not. And yet, when we look closely
at the good news of Jesus, we find that humility and honesty are at the very heart of discipleship.

To follow Jesus is to allow him to uncover what we would rather conceal. We are called to bring our whole selves—strengths and frailties alike—into the safety of the Shep-
herd’s care. As Jesus entered the wilderness, so we enter Lent: not to prove ourselves, but to lay ourselves bare before God. In his presence, vulnerability is not dangerous; it is
transformative.

I am reminded of our adopted beagle, Trapper. For a long time, he would not roll onto his back. For a dog, that posture is the most defenseless position of all. It took months—
perhaps years—before he trusted us enough to expose his underside without fear. Our golden retriever, Zeke, by contrast, offers that trust freely. What one dog learned slow-

ly, the other seemed to know instinctively: vulnerability is possible where there is safety.

Lent invites us into that same trust. My prayer for you in these weeks is that you would grow more comfortable being fully known by God. It may feel unnatural. It may even
feel risky. But spiritual depth requires honesty. Perhaps the sin or struggle you symbolically pinned to the cross on Ash Wednesday has faded from your attention. Or perhaps it

remains painfully present, and you have tried to bury it deep within your heart.

Whatever its current place in your life, you need not hide it from God. He already sees. He already knows. This season is a gift—an opening to bring what is hidden into the

light. When we stop pretending and allow ourselves to be seen, grace meets us there.

Open your arms wide before the Lord. Let him see you as you are. In that holy vulnerability, you will not find shame, but mercy. And in that mercy, you will discover anew the

redemption that is already yours in Christ.
Bless and be blessed,

Michael

UPCOMINCG
Sunday, March 1st Prayer Team in Library 9:00am o
Coffee House 9:00am Sunday, March 22nd Prayer Team in Library 9:00am

Sunday School 9:30am Coffee House 9:00am

Worship 10:30am Sunday School 9:30am

Children’s Church with Brianna Hill Worship with The G. Richard D. Min. preaching 10:30am
Children’s Church with Jen Conrad

Tuesday, March 3rd Bible Study Resumes 9:30am ,
M&M Meeting 6:00pm Tuesday March 24th Bible Study 9:30am

Admin. Meeting 7:00pm . ,
Michael will be away March 26th through March 28th
Sunday, March 8th Daylight Savings Time Begins
Prayer Team in Library 9:00am
Coffee House 9:00am
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship with Communion 10:30am
Children’s Church with Courtney Plyler

Sunday, March 29th Palm Sunday
Prayer Team in Library 9:00am
Coffee House 9:00am
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship at 10:30
Children’ Church with Amy Plyler

Tuesday, March 10th Bible Study 9:30am . )
Session Meeting 7:00pm Tuesday, March 31st Bible Study 9:30am

Thursday, March 12th Staff Meeting 10:00am LOOKING AHEAD:
. . Thursday, April 2nd
Saturday, March 14th DR Mission Trip departs Maundy Thursday Service with Communion 7:00pm
Sunday, March 15th Prayer Team in Library 9:00am Friday, April 3rd
Coffee House 9:00am Good Friday
Sunday School 9:30am
_Worship 10:30am Sunday, April 5th
Children’s Church with Michelle Turner Eggster Sunday—Early Service 8:00am P
' with Breakfast \
Tuesday, March 17th Bible Study 9:30am Easter Sunday Worship 10:30am
Promise of Life Mother's Group 10:00am "
Saturday, March 21st DR Mission Trip returns

Deadline for May is April 24th
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Mission Spotlight
March - NCCA

Having served thousands of children over its 35 years of existence, the New
Castle Christian Academy is now the only remaining Christian school in Law-
rence County. Through God’s grace and provision and the dedicated service of
its staff and broad network of support partners, NCCA continues to offer a quali-
ty education to children from all walks of life and faith journeys. NCCA may be
the only opportunity some students have to learn about Jesus. For others, the
school can help mortar the blocks of faith set in place by family and church. His-
torically, Clen Moore has been a major source of support for the school, helping
it survive through tough times and thrive in good times. Recently, Clen Moore
generously sold the McGill building to the school for $1, having previously
charged minimal rent as landlord. Enroliment for the 2026-2027 school year is
now open for students from Pre-K 3 through 8" grade. If you are too old to at-
tend class but would otherwise like to get involved, the annual Gala of Gifts
fundraiser will take place on Friday, April 24™. Volunteer, donor, and admissions
inquiries can be directed to the school office by calling 724-658-5858.

) Food Pantry/Blessing Box Collection
W March 2026
Cereal Pineapple—can

Macaroni & Cheese= box Hair Conditioner
Scalloped Potatoes - box Facial Tissues

Green Beans = can Flour

Instant Pudding - box Jello - box

e
SR

Easter Flowers

You can order you Easter flowers by filling out
the order form inside your bulletin or by calling

the church office 724-654-6657. The deadline
for ordering is Friday, March 27, 2026.

The prices for Easter flowers are as follows:
Hyacinths $12.00 Tulips $12.00
Single Lily $14.00 Double Lily $25.00

Life Line Screening is offering cardiac risk
screening at Clen Moore church on Thursday,
April gth from 9:00am to 5:00pm. If you are
interested, please see the Life Line flier in the
Welcome Center to make your appointment.

Health Ministry Health Tip for March, 2026

In shopping for meals and trying to improve nutrition, tracking our sugar intake
isimportant:

“Added sugar is often hidden in items like condiments as well as some drinks
and yogurts. Over time, an excess of added sugars can increase our risk of
chronic conditions like heart disease, so the American Heart Association recom-
mends that women have no more than 25 grams daily. Read the labels on the
foods you eat and be mindful of the added sugars they contain.”

(Taken from Good Housekeeping, Feb,2026, p.48)

Scripture: “... the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous, more to be
desired than fine gold, sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.”

( Ps. 19:9,10)

Meal Train for Kenny Koziol

Clen Moore has been supporting the family of
Kenny Koziol with prayers and visits and
would now like to continue providing a
weekly meal. Help is needed to prepare food
(main course, dessert, etc.) and to deliver the
meal to the family of 4, through the month of
March. If you feel called to help out with any
aspect of this outreach ministry, call or text
Janice McConnell (724-333-6001)




